A major problem in the treatment of patients with myelomeningocele is the provision of independent walking, which has physiological and psychological advantages. It helps in the prevention of lower limb fractures, and improves urinary drainage, bowel function and limb circulation (Carroll 1974 ; Menelaus 1980 ; Rose 1980) , and it should not be abandoned lightly. The anticipated lack of this function, with other factors, may cause the paediatrician and neurosurgeon to suggest that nursing care only is required for badly affected babies (Merrill et al. 1962; McKinlay 1979 ). An ability to take a few exhausting steps should not be dignified with the status of "acceptable walking capacity" (Rose, Stallard and Sankarankutty 1981 Figure   1 
--
The Salop skate, Figure  2 The ORLAU swivel waIker Figure  3 The hip guidance orthosis. the feet so that a pair of one-way rollers permits the body to be pulled forward more easily without sliding backwards. It greatly reduces the energy cost of "drag-to" gait due to friction.
The Salop skate does not perform a bracing function and therefore is used in conjunction with long leg calipers or with these combined with a body brace.
The below-knee orthosis The functions and indications for below-knee orthoses are well known.
Long leg calipers These are used to brace an unstable knee and ankle (Rose 1980 This device (Rose 1979 and 1980; Farmer et al. 1980; Major et al. 1981) (Fig. 3) 
RESULTS
The assessment was made nine to 27 months after the orthotic prescription. Fifty-one patients had thoracic lesions, and there were 41 lumbar and eight sacral lesions (Fig. 4) . There was a predominance of patients in the 5 to 10 years age group (Fig. 5 ).
Of the 5 1 patients with thoracic lesions (Fig. 6) The greatest number of patients (52) were in the 5 to 10, and 10 to 15 years old groups (Fig. 5) . The comparatively small number in the youngest group-up to 5 years of age-is explained partly by the absolute diminution in the incidence now occurring, and partly on the treatment policy (Brocklehurst 1976 
